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November 18, 2016  
 
TO:   Board of Selectmen 
 
FROM:  Jacquelyn M. Kelly,  
   Town Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Town Manager’s Update  
                
 
1.  January to June 2017 Selectmen Meeting Schedule – We have prepared the enclosed 

revised Board of Selectmen meeting schedule for the period of January 2017 through June 
2017 for your consideration. 

 
  Information [  ]   Vote [X]    Signature [  ]  
 

2.  2017 Annual Meeting & Trade Show – The MA Municipal Association Annual Meeting 
and Trade Show will be held on January 20 & 21, 2017 at the Hynes Convention Center, 
Boston, MA.  Should you wish to register for this event, please fill out the enclosed 
application, along with any hotel reservations you want, and return it to the Town 
Manager’s Office.  We will see that you are registered and hotel accommodations are 
booked. 

  Information [X]   Vote [  ]   Signature [  ]  
 
3.  Tobacco Sales, Raising the Purchasing Age to 21 (T21) – The Board of Health will be 

looking into implementing regulations that will raise the age for the purchase of tobacco 
products from 18 to 21.  Other towns in our area and in the Alliance are considering similar 
measures, as it is the general thinking that smoking habits begin during teenaged years.  A 
copy of information provided by the Central MA Regional Health Alliance is enclosed for 
your information.   

 Information [X]   Vote [  ]   Signature [  ] 
 
4.  Question 4, Marijuana Use –The recreational use of marijuana was passed by the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts and scheduled to become effective on January 1, 2018.  
The State will be forming a Cannabis Commission, responsible for licensing and oversight of 
all marijuana retail facilities.  The Regulations do not allow any municipality to prohibit 
retail uses and must, at a minimum, allow retail establishments at the same location of 
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2. 

Medical Marijuana Facilities.  In 2014, Holden adopted a Medical Marijuana Bylaw which 
allows facilities to be located within the Industrial Park, by special permit and site plan 
review, where the Town can have jurisdiction over hours of operation, signage, lighting, etc.  

 
 A Town Ordinance prohibiting public consumption associated with fines and non-criminal 

disposition is being developed for your review.     
 
 Over the next several months, the Planning Board will be discussing the possibility of 

recommending adoption of a zoning bylaw or a temporary moratorium for the 2017 Town 
meeting.  Additional information and guidance is expected from the State and I will forward 
the information as it becomes available.   

 
 A memorandum from Pam Harding, Director of Planning and Development, is enclosed with 

further information regarding Question 4. 
 
 Information [X]   Vote [  ]   Signature [  ]  
  
5.  Summit Wynds Appeal – An appeal by the owners of Summit Wynds has been filed (see 

attached).  The appeal will be heard by the Zoning Board of Appeals next month. 
 
  Information [X]   Vote [  ]   Signature [  ]  
 
6. Composting and Brush Chipping – The DPW will be offering one more Saturday residential 

composting and brush chipping event on December 3.  This will be the last fall program. 
      
 Hours of operation are 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., weather permitting.  Composting materials will be 

accepted at the former Landfill (River Street), and brush chipping will be done at the DPW 
Adams Road facility due to the Asian Longhorned Beetle quarantine area.  More information 
including restrictions is available on the Town’s Web site www.holdenma.gov. 

 
  Information [X]   Vote [  ]   Signature [  ]  
 

7.  HMLD Monthly Report --   Enclosed is the Holden Municipal Light Department’s monthly 
Report for the period ending October 2016, prepared by Jim Robinson, HMLD General 
Manager. 

 
  Information [X]   Vote [  ]   Signature [  ]  
 
8.   Annual Thanksgiving Run and WRHS Football Game – Thanksgiving morning will be a 

busy one in the Town of Holden.  The Annual 5-K Holden Road Race will start at 8:00 a.m. 
on Main Street.  We expect over two thousand (2,000) participants this year.  Then, at 10 
a.m., the Wachusett Regional High School Mountaineer Football Team will host Shrewsbury 
for an exciting game at the High School.   Go Mountaineers!  

 
  Information [X]   Vote [  ]   Signature [  ]  
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9.  Winter Festival and Santa’s Arrival – The Winter Festival will be held this year on 
Saturday, December 3, 2016.  More information will appear on the Town’s Web site later 
this month.  This will also be the day of Santa’s arrival, at 5 p.m. at Town Hall.  Children of 
all ages are invited and encouraged to attend.   

 
  Information [X]   Vote [  ]   Signature [  ]  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have questions about these matters. 
 
 
 
 
 
            
     Jacquelyn M. Kelly 
     Town Manager 
 
Cc:  Department Heads 


